June 3rd, 2012

Hi

Not that much to write about. Most of my time has been spent on revising the books. I can see a light further along the tunnel but it may only be a light at the end of the first tunnel! 


Nadine, I received your wedding invitation in post last Tuesday. Thanks. It is good to see that you are incorporating features from your Chinese background/heritage into the wedding. I guess that you, like Leonie, will also be getting a colourful cheongsam. 


Again, I went swimming for five days. I am now going in an afternoon session as there are fewer people. Also, as I have said before, there is no sun, as the towers on the other side of the estate block it from the pool (except for a few hours in the morning). This keeps the water cooler, which makes it much easier to swim. Here the water is about 270C to 280C which is about 3-40C lower than the hotel pool at this point in the season. I averaged 2 km for each swim this past week; 1.5 km freestyle followed by about 0.5 km of a relaxing medley. 


I remembered to pay the rent, having forgotten to pay the water bill. I am now back to writing cheques. Deposited the cheque in the Bank of China cheque deposit box. 


On Friday, I went to a Social Welfare Department office (actually went to the nearer one first but they said I was not in their zone and so sent me to another at the other end of Tin Shui Wai. Nothing in the application notes says anything about zones; just gives a list of offices suggesting you can go to any!). Anyway, this was to apply for an old-age (!!!) allowance. There are two such allowances. For 'younger folks', the allowance involves a means test (about HK$6600 a month income plus limits on total assets). For people of my age, there is no means test and all - rich or poor - can get it. It is only HK$1090 a month, but I might as well have it. This allowance is commonly known as “fruit money”, the reason being that if a person did not have any other income, this is about all it would buy. I should start receiving it in July. BTW, applications for the $6000 you are entitled to are still open until the end of the year. Actually, by waiting, it is now $6200. But of course, you need a HK bank account. 


A new case of bird flu (H5N1 virus) has turned up. This is a two-year old boy from China (who has a HK ID card, suggesting he is the child of a mainland mother who gave birth in HK, and so the child can receive medical care here). He had visited poultry markets in Guangdong though it is not known yet exactly where he picked up the virus. Also in HK, there has been an official inquiry into the expenses of the current CE - Donald Tsang - and the favours be has been receiving from tycoon 'friends'. It turns out that in his official trips abroad he would stay in the most expensive presidential suites at hotels. All legal as there are no regulations against it, though there are regulations for normal civil servants. The inquiry committee recommended that regulations be brought in for future CE trips because these are paid for from the public purse. They also suggested that there be regulations of what trips / perks the CE can get from tycoons and others. 


I guess for you this is a long weekend holiday, with July 4th falling on Monday. In HK, the annual commemoration and vigil for the June 4th incident / massacre  / crackdown in 1989 will be held today. 


Last week, Tom graduated. I wonder how much, if anything, you spent on graduation gifts. A little snippet in the latest Time says that Americans will spend about $4.7 billion on graduation gifts this season! 

That seems to be it for now. 

Cheers

June 5th, 2011

Hi

Not too much to write about. Still very busy re-writing the Singapore science books, though the end is sight, at least for the first cycle of work. For both the Chemistry and lower secondary science books I have a total of 47 chapters to update. I now have 7 remaining, though there is still a lot more to do after that. 


Many drinks and foods from Taiwan have banned from sale in HK because they have been found to contain the substance DEHP. I noticed in a letter from last year (June 13th, which I am over-writing), I had mentioned it then (probably related to food from China). I will repeat what I wrote then:  Compounds called phthalates (which include DEHP) are used to make plastics flexible and smooth and in many body creams to make them smooth, could lead to de-masculisation in males by somehow interfering with testosterone. It is particularly harmful if absorbed by women who are pregnant with boys. Experiments in Scotland with pregnant mice did affect male offspring though the effect was not observed in monkeys. The person conducting these studies suggested that in the absence of conclusive evidence, we should avoid environmental chemicals as much as possible. 


I mentioned, last week about the government getting into 'trouble' over political interference in awarding an IT contract. Well, they are in trouble again. It has been discovered that many top officials, including the CE himself, have built illegal structures on their flats! Very embarrassing as they scramble to limit the public relations damage by quickly getting the structures removed. 


Heard on the news of the tornadoes in MA. 


Have not mentioned my swimming much this season. Because of all the work I have to do, I am limiting each swim to just 1.5 km, three times a week. My overarm stroke has improved and my times are not bad, taking about 25~26 minutes per 1 km.


Yesterday was June 4th, the anniversary of the Tiananmen crackdown in Beijing in 1989. The annual June 4th vigil was held at Victoria Park in the evening. There was a comment on the radio news that some people, particularly younger people, came over from China for the event. Most people in China, of course, know nothing about the crackdown. The Chinese government has been approaching one or two (not all!) of the “Tiananmen mothers” (mothers whose children were killed in the crackdown and who are a thorn in the flesh of the Chinese government) offering them monetary compensation though no apology. I guess the government is just trying to but them off. So far, they haven't accepted the offer. 

That seems to be it for now. 

Cheers
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